The Woodbridge Park Association was incorporated on October 4, 1928. On January
14, 1929, the Board of Directors, consisting of eight members, was elected. Records
indicate that the latter date has since been viewed as the “founding” date for the purpose
of marking anniversaries. We believe the Woodbridge Park Association is the third

or fourth oldest land trust in Connecticut according to the listing maintained at the
Convocation of Connecticut Land Trusts. From our Articles of Association recorded
in the Woodbridge Land Records on November 21, 1928, the Park Association has the
following purposes:

“To acquire by gift or purchase lands within the town of Woodbridge and to hold

the same for any or all of the following purposes: to establish such lands as a bird
refuge and for the preservation of birds, psh and other animal life, and of trees, shrubs
and plants; for the planting and care of trees in accordance with the principles of
scientipc forestry; to build roads and paths therein and to make accessible to the public
any historic locations therein; to establish its holdings as a park for public use and
recreation, in accordance with such rules and regulations as it may adopt...”

While there remains undeveloped land in private hands, we need your assistance and
especially generous donations to help us continue to preserve open space in Woodbridge.
Please consider the need to preserve open space and donate generously to us this year.
Please also consider us in your estate planning: We are able to assist with this. We have
P UXJXCT _TaX~S /U cX\T ¢ PR™dXaT PSSKck~]P[ _a™_TackTh QTRPdbT cWTaT PaT eTah UTH _PaRT[b
remaining in Woodbridge. Please keep this in mind when you consider your tax-
deductible donation in the enclosed donation envelope and remember that we function
solely on the voluntary contributions from Woodbridge residents and a few corporations.
The WPA gratefully acknowledges the essential support through donations of in-kind
assistance from several local companies. We encourage all company-matching gifts, so
please feel free to provide STcPX[b PQ™dc h”*da RAN\_PThnb ViUec _aVaP\& XU PePX[PQ[T

We encourage you to visit our website at www.woodbridgeparks.org. We provide trail
maps there for downloading and other items of current interest.

F[TPOT FP[Z X] cWT 7[XRT DTHc] HeaTTc CT\"akP[ FPaZ UaT " dT]c[h P]S T]courage others
to enjoy all the fabulous forestland in Woodbridge. | especially invite you to hike some
of the lesser-used trails. Please also feel free to contact me at any point at
president@woodbridgeparks.org. We sincerely welcome your support and active
involvement in the dedicated work of the Woodbridge Park Association.

Best wishes,

Chris Dickerson
President 2008
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ANNUAL LETTER 2008

Dear Friends,

Mirroring the rest of the world, 2008 was a year of highs
and lows for the Woodbridge Park Association, a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization. We experienced some important
losses to our Board, but on a brighter note have some great
additions as well.

Win and Katie Hubbard retired from the WPA Board of
Directors in May. On behalf of all the directors, | would
like to thank Win and Katie for their decades of service and
support. Win and Katie cited advancing years as the reason
for their retirement, although | have observed both of them
working recently with the strength and enthusiasm of
people half their age. Win quietly went about his
responsibilities as our Superintendent, diligently keeping
our trails clear, while Katie remained steadfast in her desire
to keep our private organization viable and focused on our
important mission to protect our open space holdings. Win
and Katie were cornerstones of the WPA and will be
missed.

We also lost Director Ron Hedberg, who passed away on
September 24", and former Director and long-time
supporter Winifred Daniell, who passed on July 7". Ginny
Schneider has written a brief obituary for Ron in this letter.

We are excited to welcome two new members to our
Board. Nan Birdwhistell and Suzanne Werth will fill the
large shoes left by Win and Katie. Becky Daymon has
written a brief introduction of our new directors below.

DAVID W. SCHNEIDER, Esq. We were the recipient of a truly unique gift by James Verinis
FIRST SELECTMAN, Ex Officio a_nd Shayna _Cohen. _James_and Shayna asked that the WPA be
EDWARD MAUM SHEEHY listed on their wedding registry. James and Shayna were

married on June 15th, 2008 on a wooded piece of property that
they own in South Kingstown, RI. They have both lived and worked in New York for many
years and are currently doing so in Greece, but they have long considered the Verinis house
on Tulip Tree Lane where James' mother Marie lives a second home, from which they walk
the many trails of the Woodbridge Greenway System. In fact, James has been running,
walking, cross-country skiing, and bicycling along these trails since the day his family
moved to Woodbridge in 1976. They would all like to help them remain as beautiful as they



are and to increase the presence and strength of the Woodbridge Park Association.

Consequently the thought of putting the WPA on their wedding registry came to both James

and Shayna simultaneously. It proved to be a great idea, as $1025 was raised to benefit the
WPA. We appreciate such a thoughtful way to celebrate their marriage and support our
efforts.

Finally, we are happy to report the sale of the Hitchcock Farm on Center Road to a local
family and they have already begun restoration and farming activities. As you may
remember, in 2006 the Woodbridge Park Association teamed with the Amity &
Woodbridge Historical Society and the Town of Woodbridge to purchase a conservation
easement from the Hitchcock family. This easement will keep the property intact and
safe from development. Marc and Lisa Santoro are moving steadily forward in
transforming this homestead into a jewel for our town. We wish them the best of luck
and support in their efforts.

The Life of Ron Hedberg Q Ginny Schneider

We are deeply saddened by the loss of long time director Ron Hedberg, who passed away
on September 24th. During his 28 years as a member of the Woodbridge Park
Association Board, he was active in doing title searches, researching town data, creating
extensive mapping, and working with Boy Scout projects, land acquisition, and park
maintenance.

The WPA benefited from Ron's most impressive background. He received a BS from
Penn State University, a Master's in geology from the University of Kansas, and a
doctorate from Harvard University in geological sciences. He was a member of Sigma
Xi, a very prestigious science honorary, and Sigma Gamma Epsilon, an earth science
honorary, as well as several professional associations. He worked as a geologist and
oceanographer in the United States, Africa, Burma, India, the Netherlands, Greece, Spain,
and Latin America. He authored at least 14 publications as well.

Although Ron's "laboratory" covered the globe, he focused much of his attention on
Woodbridge, especially in the past 28 years. In addition to his leadership as Vice-
President of the WPA, he was a member of the Woodbridge Conservation Trust, the
Woodbridge Land Trust, the Regional Council of Governments, the Woodbridge Inland
Wetlands Committee, and the Committee on the Use of Publicly Owned Properties.

In addition to Ron's technical and scientific expertise, he also had a love of nature,
including the smallest creatures. An example of this was his decision to eliminate mice
intruders in his house by catching them in a Havahart trap and releasing them alive into
the outdoors, rather than killing them. Woodbridge has benefited from Ron's extensive
contributions to open space and stewardship of the earth. We are thankful for his
dedicated service and extend our sincere sympathy to his family.

New members of the board Q Becky Daymon

With Win and Katie Hubbard stepping down from being active board members we had 2
sets of very large shoes to fill. We are pleased to announce our new members of the
Board, Nan Birdwhistell and Suzanne Werth. Most everyone knows Nan, not only from
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being a past First Selectman but also from her active role in the preservation of open
space. The Alice Newton Street Park has been a special place for Nan and her family for
\P]h hTPab( HWT WPb [*VVTS kR d]c[Thb WP__h WAdab X] cWe park, hiking, mountain biking,
running, and cross-R*d]cah bZXXJV(I DP] P__aTRKPcTh cWPc (WT FPaZ Xb P] PN\PiX]V P]S
important gem of Woodbridge and is looking forward in helping with its stewardship.

HdiP]]T WPS WTa UXabc XJcaSdRek™] ¢~ cWT FPaZ [Pbe hear at the Fall Harvest Hike. She
immediately saw the beauty of the Park and was extremely interested in learning about
CWT LLF7( >Pel]V bd\\TaTS X] DTF >P\_bWfaT Pb P RWX[S& HdiP]]T STeT[*_TS P]
appreciation of open space and its importance at an early age. She has been living in
Woodbridge for the past 15 years and has had a great interest in the Woodbridge Land
Trust as well as the Bethany Historical Society.

LT FT[RA\T Q~cW DP] P]S HdiP]]T Pb 8/PaS CT\QTab P]S FT PaT [MZX]V INaFPaS ¢~
working with tNT\ A cWT CXobX™] M WT LLF7 U™a cWT _aThTaePoX™] ~] ~_T] b_PRT(

What is a ""Land Trust"'- David Schneider, Esq.

The term "land trust"” is a generic reference that can apply to a number of different types
of entities. However, it generally refers to a not-for-profit, private (as opposed to public)
corporation whose primary purpose is to preserve open space land. Usually the
R™a_aPck™N] SATh cWib Qh PR™dXaX]V ud[[ ~F] TabWr_ ~U [P]S "a P] kxJcTaTbel X] P _PaRT[
land (often referred to as a conservation easement). C”bc [XZT[hé P [P]S cadbc FX[[ QT bTe
up to guarantee that land it acquires will be kept for open space and not developed. A
land trust will often permit passive recreation on its property (such as hiking), sponsor
educational programs on environmental issues and the like.

The words "land trust” can be in the corporation's name, but they need not be. The
Woodbridge Park Association, Inc. (WPA) is a land trust, even though those words do
not appear in its official name. In fact, the WPA, established in 1928, is either the third
or fourth oldest land trust in Connecticut.

The WPA owns a number of parcels of land in Woodbridge, including the Alice Newton
Street Park, which was its initial holding. It also has a conservation easement (along with
the Town and the Amity-Woodbridge Historical Society) on the Hitchcock property on
Center Road. The WPA is in the process of negotiating other conservation easements on
several parcels of open space in Woodbridge.

The WPA usually acquires property or interests in property as gifts, although it has also
made purchases. A donor, in addition to having the satisfaction of helping to preserve
open space, may also be able to obtain a significant income tax deduction.

The WPA is governed by twenty-one active volunteer directors, all of whom reside in
Woodbridge. For more information on the WPA, to discuss the possibility of a donation
of land, or to obtain information about land donation tax deductions, please contact the
WPA president, Chris Dickerson at 203-430-0034.






